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they had maintained their friendship, and it was appropriate
that by his death-bed at Baroda, apart from members of
his immediate family, stood his old and tried friend, Behari-
lal. Of him, Romesh Chunder said :

''And with me a friend true-hearted,
Silent, from his parents parted,
Shared with me in joy and tears,
Stood by me these forty years !

Life is sweeter, life is dearer,
When true friendship links us nearer,
Heart to heart and hand to hand,
As m youth, in age we stand !"

Surendranath Banerjea was not only a friend of his
early days, but a comrade later when he entered politics.
Surendranath had entered politics much earlier, and had
made for himself a place of his own in the political life of
India. Romesh Dutt ungrudgingly recognized this position,
rejoiced in it, and addressing him said :

"But the history of India of the nineteenth century and
the early twentieth century will cherish the names of a band
of patriotic workers, none nobler, truer, more persistent
and more patriotic than yourself."

Romesh Dutt was equally generous in recognising the
merit of his younger colleagues. He knew a great leader
when he saw one, and he had no hesitation in acknow-
ledging it in public. An occasion arose when he proposed
Mr. Gopal Krishna Gofchale as the President of the Indian
National Congress in 1905. He referred to Gokfaale*s
speech in the Viceroy's Council and said:

"Gentlemen, I do not know how you received that
speech, but when for the first time I read that speech, 1
felt within myself that that was the coming man for India,